
Village of Holmen 
Planning Commission Minutes 

April 25, 2023 
 

Village President Barlow called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 6:00 pm on 
Tuesday, April 25, 2023.  Present were commission members Barlow, Stanek, Grokowsky, 
Appold, Nicklaus, Kertis, and Kulcinski; along with advisory members Administrator Heinig and 
Engineer Dahl.  Also in attendance was Amanda Charlesworth, Alexandria Schepp, Hannah 
Springer, and several staff members from the Hearten House III and Bluffview Memory Care 
Center who did not sign the attendance register. 
   
Public Hearings:  
 

Petition Petition by Hearten House III (Juniper Lane) for a Modification to Existing 
Conditional Use Permit (On-site Nursing and Care in an R-5 Zone) to also allow for 
Restricted On-site Small Agricultural Therapy Animals for Such Care  

 
Petition by Bluffview Memory Care (Bluffview Court) for a Modification to Existing 
Conditional Use Permit (On-site Nursing and Care in an R-5 Zone) to also allow for 
Restricted On-site Small Agricultural Therapy Animals for Such Care. 
 

Motion by Stanek, seconded by Kulcinski to open the public hearing. Carried 7-0. 
 
Administrator Heinig stated the Hearten House III is part of a larger campus owned by 
Bethany Lutheran Homes located on Juniper Lane.  The Bethany Lutheran Homes property 
is located in a R-5 zone with a conditional use permit for patient care.  They are seeking a 
modification to the conditional use permit to allow them to keep chickens.  He stated the 
chickens are kept in a small designated area at the Hearten House III building and the 
surrounding impacted areas are all owned by Bethany Lutheran Homes. 
 
Amanda Charlesworth; director of the Hearten House III; 101 Juniper Lane stated the 
benefits of using chickens as therapy animals, the positive impacts that she and the staff has 
seen, the positive response the residents have had, the care of the chickens, and the 
maintenance of the area the chickens are kept.  
 
Administrator Heinig stated the Bluffview Memory Care Center is located along Bluffview 
Court, north of CTH HD, and east of USH 53.  He stated the surrounding area is largely 
undeveloped.  The Bluffview Memory Care Center is located in a R-5 zone with a 
conditional use permit for patient care.  They are seeking a modification to the conditional 
use permit to allow them to keep chickens.   
 
Alexandria Schepp; Bluffview Memory Care Life Enrichment Director; 2101 Bluffview 
Court spoke to the commission about the end of life care provided at the facility, the 
benefits of using therapy animals, the activities the chickens are used in, the responses the 
residents have had, and staff observations since they have introduced the chickens.  She 



stated the chickens are kept in an internal courtyard, and gave a summary of the care of the 
chickens and the sanitation methods used in the chicken area.   
 
Hannah Springer; Bluffview Memory Care Center Enrichment Director; 2101 Bluffview 
Court shared her observations of the positive affects the chickens have had. 
 
Motion by Grokowsky, seconded by Nicklaus to close the public hearing. Carried 7-0. 
 

Approval of the March 28, 2023 minutes:  
 

Motion by Kertis, seconded by Kulcinski to approve the minutes of the March 28, 2023 
Meeting.  Carried 7-0. 

 
Public comment: 
 

None 
 
Agenda Items: 
 

Possible Action and Recommendation on Petition by Hearten House III (Juniper Lane) 
for a Modification to Existing Conditional Use Permit (On-site Nursing and Care in an 
R-5 Zone) to also allow for Restricted On-site Small Agricultural Therapy Animals for 
Such Care 
 
Administrator Heinig stated that chickens and other agricultural animals are not allowed in 
Holmen except in agricultural zoned areas.  He stated that Bethany Lutheran Homes is 
seeking a modification to their conditional use permit to retroactively allow them to keep 
chickens at their Hearten House III building.  He suggested that the discussion for 
modification should include limitations to be exclusively for therapy applications, only for 
nursing care, at least 250 feet from any residential area, provide proper means of proper 
containment, the designated areas be properly maintained, and any other limitations the 
commission felt were necessary. 
 
Member Kulcinski asked if there were any other care centers in the Village that may apply.  
Administrator Heinig stated that Hope Stay and Caretta Assisted Living and Memory Center 
are the other similar facilities in the Village, but don’t necessarily meet the stated 
limitations. 
 
Member Stanek asked if either of the petitioners had any roosters and felt a stipulation 
should be made to only to allow hens.  Amanda Charlesworth stated they had one rooster 
chick that was mistaken for a hen when they received it.  She said they rehomed the rooster 
as soon as they realized its sex and understood and agreed with the restriction. 
 
Member Grokowsky asked what would be the optimal number of chickens the petitioners 
would like to have?  How much manure is produced?  What is the manure management 



plan?  Amanda Charlesworth stated they have 6 hens at the Hearten House and don’t intend 
to add to that number.   
 
Alexandria stated they would like to have between 6 and 10 chickens at the Bluffview 
Memory Center.  They don’t have plans to add chicks at this time as there are difficulties 
introducing new chicks into an existing flock. 
 
Bluffview Memory Center has adopted the Hearten House’s management plans.  Both areas 
used by the chickens are washed down daily, and the majority of the manure is composted 
on-site. 
 
Member Appold suggested that a number not to exceed be part of the conditional use 
permit.  Member Stanek stated he felt the maximum number should be 10.  Both petitioners 
felt that was appropriate for their use. 
 

Motion by Kulcinski, seconded by Nicklaus to recommend approval of the Petition by 
Hearten House III (Juniper Lane) for a Modification to Existing Conditional Use Permit 
(On-site Nursing and Care in an R-5 Zone) to also allow for Restricted On-site Small 
Agricultural Therapy Animals for Such Care, exclusively for therapy applications in a 
nursing care facility, the animals must be kept at least 250 feet from any residential zoned 
property, the animals and their containment must be properly maintained, the small therapy 
animals permitted shall be only chicken hens, and not exceed ten animals.  
Carried 7-0.   
 
Possible Action and Recommendation on Petition by Bluffview Memory Care 
(Bluffview Court) for a Modification to Existing Conditional Use Permit (On-site 
Nursing and Care in an R-5 Zone) to also allow for Restricted On-site Small 
Agricultural Therapy Animals for Such Care 

Motion by Appold, seconded by Kulcinski to recommend approval of the Petition by 
Bluffview Memory Care (Bluffview Court) for a Modification to Existing Conditional Use 
Permit (On-site Nursing and Care in an R-5 Zone) to also allow for Restricted On-site Small 
Agricultural Therapy Animals for Such Care, exclusively for therapy applications in a 
nursing care facility, the animals must be kept at least 250 feet from any residential zoned 
property, the animals and their containment must be properly maintained, the small therapy 
animals permitted shall be only chicken hens, and not exceed ten animals.. Carried 7-0.   

Possible Action on Site Plan & Architectural Review (SPAR) Petition from owner 
Hope Stay Assisted Living Facility for a new Addition on Circle Drive. 
 
Motion by Stanek, seconded by Appold to bring back item from the table.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Administrator Heinig stated the property is along Circle Drive.  Hope Stay owns the parcel 
to immediately to the north and would like to expand their facility onto the adjacent parcel.  
They have paid their taxes and fees owed since last month’s meeting.  He stated that this 
expansion used the same themes as their existing building using the same masonry products, 



LP siding, rooflines, glass, etc.  When the building is completed it will appear as if it were 
built all at once.  The proposal will have its parking and stormwater containment on the 
south end of the parcel and will add sidewalk across the perimeter of the lot.  Lastly, he 
stated their landscaping, materials, and lighting all meet the requirements of the ordinance. 

 
Motion by Stanek, seconded by Nicklaus to approve Site Plan & Architectural Review 
(SPAR) Petition from owner Hope Stay Assisted Living Facility for a new Addition on 
Circle Drive. Finding that the purposes of the SPAR Ordinance have been reasonably met, 
regarding the entire proposed site plan, all external building colors and materials, overall 
building layout and design, and site landscaping.   Carried 6-0 with Member Kertis 
abstained. 

 

Possible Action on Site Plan & Architectural Review (SPAR) Petition for Five Unit 
Townhomes on Prairie Place (Block 3, Lot 3) 
 
Administrator Heinig stated the property is along Prairie View Drive, east of Staphorst 
Lane, and west of the Grasslands apartments.  He stated the proposed building will be a 2-
story building to provide transition from the single-story area to the west into the 3-story 
Grasslands apartments to the east.  The building frontage has masonry siding on the 1st story 
and the 2nd story will use LP siding with a vertical board and batten appearance.  The sides 
of the building use masonry and horizontal LP smartside on the 1st story with LP vertical 
board and batten siding on the 2nd story.  The back of the building uses horizontal LP 
smartside and vertical board and batten siding with no masonry.  He noted that there was a 
discrepancy within the submittal where sheet A6 shows no masonry on the sides of the 
building and needs to be addressed in the approval.  He stated the landscaping is located 
between the garages on the front side of the building and along the patios at the backside of 
the building.  The wall mounted lighting units selected are compliant and will be on the 
masonry fronts. 
 
Motion by Stanek, seconded by Grokowsky to approve Site Plan & Architectural Review 
Possible Action on Site Plan & Architectural Review (SPAR) Petition for Five Unit 
Townhomes on Prairie Place (Block 3, Lot 3) based on the building materials will be as 
shown on sheet A1.  Finding that the purposes of the SPAR Ordinance have been reasonably 
met, regarding the entire proposed site plan, all external building colors and materials, 
overall building layout and design, and site landscaping.   Carried 7-0. 

 
Updates and other informational items from and before the Planning Commission:  

 
Administrator Heinig stated there is currently an item for next month’s agenda. 

 
Adjourn: 
 

Motion by Kertis, seconded by Nicklaus to adjourn at 7:00 pm.  Carried 7-0.  
 

Minutes prepared by Chris Dahl, Village Engineer.  
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